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Dear friends of Sojourner House

On March 17, 2020, I was just four months and three days into 
my new role as Executive Director of Sojourner House and Sojourner 

House MOMS. I thought I had hit the ground running the previous October. 

Enter a global pandemic. 

On March 17, 2020, the Sojourner House and Sojourner House MOMS 
family had our last day of normalcy. Since that day, our little world has 
mirrored what has been happening throughout the rest of the world, due 
to COVID-19. When this annual report arrives in your mailboxes, chances 
are that our little world will be following the same guidelines it has since 
March 2020: masks, hand sanitizers, cleaning supplies, and COVID tests. 

To say this past year has been a challenge has been an understatement. 
However, to say our staff, residents and you, our supporters, have risen to 
the occasion is also an understatement. Teamwork. Kindness. Generosity. 
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This annual report was created by 
the Development Department at 
Sojourner House:

Susan Orr, Director of Development

Lindsey Hayakawa, Development + 
Communications Coordinator

Support. These are just a handful of words that come to mind when I 
think about how my new work family and our wonderful network of 
friends have helped keep our residents healthy and on their recovery 
journey.

This year’s annual report highlights a small sampling of our wonderful 
friends. Sojourner House opened in 1991. For 30 years, we have 
known what kindness is. This past year has been the true epitome of 
what we have known for three decades. Thank you for your continued 
kindness, your continued support and your continued friendship. Stay 
safe. Stay healthy.

In peace and gratitude,

De’netta Benjamin-Miller

Executive Director 
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Sojourner House Data

Total number of women served: 	 55
Average age of women served: 	 31
Race of Women (in percentages):
	 African American	 22% 
	 Caucasian	 70% 
	 Biracial 	 4% 
	 Hispanic 	 4% 
Average Length of Stay (in days): 	 93 days
Women who completed 90 days:	 66%
Women that graduated:	 35%
Children served:	 39
Children legally reunified with their mothers: 1*	
Drug of Choice (in percentages): 
	 Alcohol	 15% 
	 Cocaine/Crack	 27% 
	 Marijuana	 2% 
	 Methamphetamine	 5% 
	 Opiates/Heroin	 51% 

* Most are still working on the process and receive visits 
from their mothers.

Sojourner House MOMS 
Supportive Housing Program

18 	 Adults who received housing and supportive 
services

23 	 Children who received services provided by 
MOMS Supportive Housing Program

6	 Families who graduated 
125 	 Average length of stay (in days)
3 	 Parents who attended school or worked
1 	 Parents who maintained legal custody
1 	 Children reunified with their parents
8 	 Children who participated in academic 

programming and attended school regularly
Percentages of drug of choice for the women in 
program:
6%	 Alcohol
11%	 Cocaine
11%	 Crack cocaine
6%	 Marijuana
11%	 Methamphetamine
56%	 Opiates/Heroin
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Sojourner House MOMS 
Permanent Housing Program

127	 Adults who received housing and supportive 
services provided by MOMS: 

47	 Adults who received supportive services 
provided by outside sources: 

80	 Children who received services provided by 
MOMS

38	 Children who received services provided by 
outside sources: 

16	 Parents who attended school or worked: 

98%	 Parents who maintained legal custody

2	 Children reunified with their parents

55	 Children who participated in academic 
programming and attended school regularly

55	 Children who made honor roll and were 
promoted to the next grade

0	 NOTE: MOMS Summer Camp cancelled due 
to COVID

FY 2019/2020 
audited financials

Revenue
Government grants: 	 $1,085,586
Program: 	 1,599,910
Other grants & public support: 	 408,662
Special events & investments: 	 37,013

Expenses
Program: 	 $2,645,520
G&A: 	 360,237
Fundraising: 	 148,319
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April 2020
Christie Smith, Sojourner House 
Board President, donated activities 
for the children at Sojourner House 
in April 2020. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the families of Sojourner 
House were in need of indoor 
activities for the children. 

Emily Wasel, Sojourner House 
volunteer, with the face masks she 
made for the families of Sojourner 
House in April 2020. Emily Wasel, 
Sojourner House volunteer and 
supporter, sewed face masks for the 
families of Sojourner House when 
she found out that we were in need 
during the pandemic.

May 2020
Scott Harris delivered two gallons 
of hand soap to Sojourner House in 
May 2020.
Treasure House Founder and 
Owner, Sally Power, showing off 
donations that were given to our 
families on Mother’s Day.
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Christina Lynch pictured with the 
diapers she donated to Sojourner 
House MOMS Supportive Housing 
Program in May 2020.

June 2020
Peggy Reding, Founder and long-
time supporter of Sojourner House, 
pictured with the toothbrushes she 
donated to our families.

Jeaneen Zappa, Sojourner House 
supporter, donated jewelry to the 
families of Sojourner House.

July 2020
Sarah Shotland, Program 
Director of Chatham University’s 
Words Without Walls Creative 
Writing Program, teaching a class.

The program has been teaching 
creative writing to the women of 
Sojourner House since 2013. At the 
end of each semester, the women’s 
writing is compiled into a published 
book featuring each writer’s 
portrait. In July, residents were able 
to reconvene meeting with Sarah!
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Murrysville Bible Study Group 
(MBSG) brought a special lunch for 
the staff and residents of Sojourner 
House in July 2020. Since the start 
of the pandemic, MBSG has been 
unable to provide Bible Study, due 
to social distancing precautions, so 
instead, the group provided a special 
lunch for the residents and staff.

August 2020
Sojourner House MOMS Supportive 
Housing residents dressed up to 
watch the virtual 16th Annual 
Victorian Tea on August 16, 2020.
The tea took place virtually due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Honorary Chair was Leah 
Lizarondo, Co-Founder and CEO 
of 412 Food Rescue. Chatham 
University’s Words Without Walls 
creative writing program was the 
Pearl of Hope Awardee. The pre-tea 
time featured music by Brazilian jazz 
singer, Kenia, and photos of events 
from earlier that year. 
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Victorian Tea registrants submitted 
photos wearing tea hats for a chance 
to win one of 18 baskets. Above is 
basket winner, Terri Rose-Jertson.  
Emcee and award-winning journalist, 
Brian Cook, hosted the one-hour 
program which highlighted the 
award-winning work of Sojourner 
House and Sojourner House MOMS.

September 2020
As part of the 2020 Pittsburgh 
Recovery Walk, Sojourner House 
walked around Highland Park on 
Sept. 16, with staff, residents, 
volunteers and board members.

OCTOBER 2020
Waverly Presbyterian Church 
Pastor Caitlin Werth connected 
with Sojourner House in October 
to discuss ways to support our 
mission. After watching our recently 
unveiled “elevator pitch” video, the 
congregation graciously raised funds 
during Advent!
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December 2020
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 
donated Christmas gifts for the 
families at Sojourner House this 
holiday season.
Sabika Jewelry generously 
donated jewelry and snacks so that 
the children could give their mothers 
beautiful jewelry for Christmas. 

Before COVID-19, Sabika Jewelry 
provided a Santa’s Workshop for the 
children to pick jewelry to give to 
their mothers. 
Luciana Brussi and about a 
dozen friends of Sojourner House 
supporter Kenia Ashby collected 
toys for Sojourner House’s children 
to be distributed on Christmas. The 

november 2020
The residents had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving catered by 
Giant Eagle. “We wanted to do 
something special for the ladies and 
their children given the fact that they 
could not visit with their families, 
we wanted to make it as home-like 
as possible.“ said Sojourner House 
Clinical Supervisor Pam Wood
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donations dropped off on Dec. 14 
were in honor of Kenia, a loyal 
friend of Sojourner House. Luciana 
and her prayer group named A arte 
de Orar (The art of praying) chose to 
support Sojourner House.
Familylinks generously donated 70 
winter coats, along with diapers 
and wipes, to residents of Sojourner 
House and MOMS.

Nina Morse from the Mission 
Committee at Bethany Presbyterian 
Church generously donated five 
‘Welcome Home’ baskets to 
our graduating families. The baskets 
contain items such as bedding, 
dishes, pots and pans, cleaning 
supplies, towels, kitchen utensils, 
and other essentials. The baskets 
were created for families so they 
feel more prepared as they enter or 
transition out of our programs.

On Dec. 22 our Playcare volunteer 
Claudia Bohman lent a helping 
hand at our annual “Christmas 
Wrap” day, which includes preparing 
gifts from our wonderful donors for 
our wonderful residents!



12

De’netta Benjamin-Miller, LCSW
Executive Director

Administration Team
Meghan Briggs, MA, Director of Programs
Tessa Eline, Executive Administrative Assistant
Lindsey Hayakawa, Development + Communications 

Coordinator
Kholsen Hightower, Human Resources Director
Matt Lewis, CPA, Director of Finance + Operations
Steven Renfro, Property Maintenance Director
Susan Orr, Director of Development
Dominic Zappa, Assistant Director of Finance + 

Operations

Sojourner House Team
Cydney Anderson, Child Development Specialist
Loretta Beck, MS, Lead Clinical Therapist + Assistant 

Supervisor 
Shanee Chambers, Recovery Support Specialist
Nicole Fulmore, Recovery Support Specialist
Jaimaya Jackson, Recovery Support Specialist
Latina Jenkins, Recovery Support Specialist
Barbara Jones, Recovery Support Specialist
Rhonda Little, MA, Therapist
Dolores Mitchell, Program Manager
Stephanie Pauling, Service Coordinator
Shardae Rose, Recovery Support Specialist
Krysten Sadler, Recovery Support Specialist

Heather Spencer, Intake Assessment Specialist
Jan Stacey Taylor, Recovery Support Specialist
Elizabeth Wasel, Volunteer Coordinator
Tracey Ann White, Recovery Support Specialist
Pamela Wood, NCC, CAADC, CCTP, Clinical Supervisor

Sojourner House MOMS Team
Stephenia Leavy, Family Support Specialist
Shawna McCann, Family Support Specialist
Dena Naughton, Certified Recovery Specialist
Karen Upsher-Williams, Family Housing Manager
Kyona White, Program Manager
Gwendolyn Williams, Family Support Specialist

SOJOURNER HOUSE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
Christie Smith, President
Liz Harrington, Vice President
Nancy D. Davis, Secretary
Kimberley A. Miller, CPA, Treasurer
Judge Cheryl Allen
Nishauna Ball, LSW
Yodit Betru, DSW, LCSW
Serina Green
Lisa Iadicicco
Tom Klemmer
Lauren E. Marzullo
Channing L. Moreland, Ed.D., NCC
Ret. Col. Ronald Szwarc

SOJOURNER HOUSE MOMS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Staci Ford, President
Gary J. Cirrincione, RA, Vice President
Christie Smith, Treasurer
Nishauna Ball, LSW
Karla Barham
Yodit Betru, DSW, LCSW
Gloria Brown
Demi Kolke
Norma Raiff, Ph.D., LSW

sojourner house Staff & Board

New Sojourner House 

MOMS Board Members 
Karla Barham is Service 
Coordinator at National Church 
Residences, and a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. 
 
Demi Kolke is Senior Program 
Manager of Corridor 
Revitalization at Neighborhood 
Allies.

Norma Raiff, Ph.D., LSW, was 
Executive Director of Sojourner 
House for 12 years and is now 
Adjunct Professor of the Division 
of Business and Entrepreneurship 
at Chatham University. 
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$20,000+

Eden Hall Foundation
Richard King Mellon 

Foundation
Staunton Farm Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999

Heinz Endowments
Lamar Advertising Company

$5,000 - $9,999

Fox Chapel Presbyterian 
Church

McElhattan Foundation
PNC Foundation
Shadyside Presbyterian Church
Unity Presbyterian Church
UPMC/UPMC HealthPlan

$1,000 - $4,999
Allegheny Health Network
Alphabet City Development
Bethany Presbyterian Church
East Liberty Presbyterian Church
Eat’N Park
First Presbyterian Church
Gateway Health Plan
Hamilton Presbyterian Church
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Ken Mawr United Presbyterian 

Church
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
PA Health & Wellness
Pittsburgh Child Guidance 

Foundation
Pittsburgh Foundation
Saints John & Paul Catholic Church
Sewickley Presbyterian Church
The Burke Foundations
The Links, Inc. Pittsburgh Chapter
Trinity Cathedral Pittsburgh

$500 - $999
Calvary Episcopal Church
Chatham University
Presbyterian Women of East 

Liberty Presbyterian Church
The Women of Faith Lutheran 

Church
GBU Financial Life
HBK CPAs & Consultants
Edward Krokosky
Newlonsburg Presbyterian 

Church
Parkwood Presbyterian Church
Sherrard German & Kelly, P.C.
Sisterson & Co. LLP
Tritek Networks

2020 Annual Report – Donor List
Thank you to all of the donors who wish to remain anonymous.

Foundations and Community Organizations

Key Benefactors 
$2,500+
Philip Barr
Ann Brooks
Clifton & Patricia Callaway
Todd & Michele Dominick
David Kerr
Elizabeth Vaughan

Major Supporters 
$1,000 - $2,499
Lynne Chadwick
Mary Nell Cummings
Michael & Cynthia Donahoe
Elizabeth Harrington
Catherine Hayes
Dennis & AnnMarie Popovec
Margaret Reding
Jennifer Whiteside-Pasterak

Benefactors 
$500 - $999
John & Patricia Anderson
Judith Bellin
John Cetorelli
Jeanne Devine
Susan Duvall
Matt Glunt
Carl Hasselman

Michelle Heck
Chris & Kathleen 

Hendrickson
Stephanie Hoogendoorn
S. Bryan & Heather 

Lawrence
David Marvin & Brittany 

Davidson
Michael & Ellen McLean
Kimberley Miller, CPA
Karen Shastri
Christine Smith
Ronald Szwarc
Kimberly Taylor

Friends $250 - $499
John Abriola
Jeffrey Anderson
Lee Ann Antol
Russell Ayres, III
Elizabeth Barlow
Denetta Benjamin-Miller
Mary Bockovich
Mary Brodd
Gloria Brown
Chatham University, 

Department of University 
Advancement
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Wagner Agency
Peter & Margaret Watt-

Morse
Zion Lutheran Church

Supporters 
$100 - $249
Sarah Aerni
Jo Ann Alexander
Nancy Bancroft
Phyllis Barber
Jay & Karen Barrett
William Bartels
Yodit Betru, DSW, LCSW
Allen Biehler
Mary Bohman
Tom Bohman
David Borkovic
Christal Bowen
Jeff & Marion Bragdon
Jacqueline Brandt
Betty Braxter
Marianna Breffeilh
Cynthia Brooks
Donald Brophy
Michelle Browne
Nancy Bryant
Darcy & Ann Bullock
Susan Burk
Ronald & Geraldine Butera
Stan Caldwell
Jay & Patricia Calhoun
Camp Bow Wow North
Ellen Campbell

Shirlee Carter
Lynn Casciola
Gary Cirrincione
Michele Clarke
Connie Coffelt
Michele Cole
Simone Costa
Anne Crawford
Chris Crytzer
Thomas & Ellen 

Cygnarowicz
Nancy Davis
Deborah Desjardins
Jeanne Devine
E.J. & Lu Donnelly
Diane Donovan
Cynthia Eline
Patricia Ergas
Gina Evans
Karen Febey
Martha Federowicz
Donald & Nora Fischer
Allan & Eden Fisher
Forest Hills Presbyterian 

Church
Ruth Garfinkel
Ruth Garrett
Andrea Geraghty
Anthony Giancola
Go Ape!
Joan Gohh
Eric Gonzalez
Jill Graham
Rick Grahn

Carl Haas
Sarah Haas
Hair Symmetry II
Mary Hanna
Wendy Harrington
Joan Heckel
Kathryn Henderson
Andy & Cheryl Hendrickson
Peter Hendrickson
Thomas Hendrickson
Barbara Hicks
John Hodge
Dr. William & Mrs. Natalie 

Hoffman
Michele Huber
Janet Huddleston
Jordan Johnson
Carolyn Jones
Holly Josephs
Peter Kalis
Abby Klemmer
Natasha Lightner
Christina Lynch
JoAnn Mack
Joseph & Chandra Marriott
Carnegie Mellon University, 

Dept of Engineering & 
Public Policy

Betsy Martinelli
Sarah Mayer
Karin Mayr
Ellen Mazo
Judith Menk
Granger & Elizabeth 

Morgan
Thelma Morris
Andrew & Emily Moylan
Terry & Victoria Murphy
Vishwajit & Maya 

Nimgaonkar
Robert O’Gara
Deborah Ogrodnik
Irving Oppenheim
Susan Panos
M. Agnes Peebles
Virginia Peet
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
Pool City
Zhi Qiao
Charles Queenan, Jr.
Norma Raiff
Rick Stafford and Rita 

Resick
Dean & Becky Rhodes
Gregory Ripper
Linda & James Roberts
Mark Home Roth
Judith Ruszkowski
Alex Salazar
Kelly Sample
Michael Schneider
Arthur Scully
Sewickley Spa
Kathleen Shissler
Larry and Maude Slagle
Charlise Smith
Claire Smyth
W. Henry & Mary Wynn 

Mark Colgan
Cranmer Consultants
CVS
Sarah Damassa
Kelly Dane
David S. & Karen A. Shapira 

Foundation
Deborah Dorsey
Lucy Douglas
William & Margaret Ghrist
Sue Golier
Susan Hoehl
Deborah Holland
Hotel Indigo Pittsburgh East 

Liberty
James & Melanie Crockard 

Foundation
Patty Jasko
Tom Klemmer
Donald Kortlandt
Joanne La Rose
Douglas & Mary Katherine 

Marshall
Deanna Matthews
Reed McManigle
Matthew Metosky
Jeremy Michalek
Jean Miewald
Doris Orr
Susan Orr
Daniel & Karon Siewiorek
Greg & Wendy Smith
Trinity Tower United 

Methodist Church

Snyder
Spork
Crystal St. Omer Roy
Richard Luthy & Mary 

Sullivan
Judith Sutton
John Sylvester
Doug Teamor
Linda Torres
Valentina Vavasis
Carol Warneke
Jane Weiss
Eric Williams
Jeaneen Zappa

Contributors 
Up to $99
412 PPE
Marie Alagia Cull
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc./Alpha Alpha Omega 
Chapter

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
Inc./Alpha Omicron 
Lambda Chapter

Jerome Apt
Atria’s
Lauren Aycock
Cynthia Baca
Kathleen Bakkila
Nishauna Ball, LSW
Heather Ballance
Michele Barbellqueen
Karla Barham



15

Jennifer De Losa
Amanda DeKalb
Susan Delaney
Adrienne DeLuca
Dana DePasquale
Susan Devaraj
Bonnie DiCarlo
DiPietro’s Ristorante
Kathleen Donnelly
Marlana Edge
Rosita Edison
Adele Eley
Beth Exton
Dennis & Susan Fair
Kathleen Farrington
Feathers
Alan & Elizabeth Finegold
Dr. Staci Ford
Four Twelve Project A Wine 

& Dinery
Charles Frazier
Briana Gamret
Johnnie Geathers
Lynda Rae Germano
Ella May & Hugh Given
Erica Givner
Dana Gold
H. Amos Goodall, Jr.
Susan Gorham
Audrey Grant
Janet Gray
Evelyn Green
Ralph Genella & Roberta 

Green

Serina Green
Barbara Gunn
Alexander Haas-Conrad
Shack Hackney
Malinda Hallett
Hal’s Bar & Grille and Bottle 

Shop
Patricia Halvonik
Doug Hamrock
Hard Rock Cafe - Pittsburgh
Kelley Harrington
Carole Harris
Mary Harwick
Nancy Heastings
Jacquelyn Hill
Holler Mask Force
Lora Hubbard
Kimberly Huddleston and 

family
Eleanor Irwin, PhD
Steve Irwin
Tijuani Jackson
Janet Jai
Walter Jennings
M. Joan Jensen
Jerome Bettis’ Grille
Gretchen Jezerc
Sheila Johnson
Mary Josefoski
K&L Gates LLP
Kards Unlimited
Rhian Kenny
Michelle Kent
Lauren Kerwien

Michelle Kienholz
Kayla King-Scott
Carol Kirkpatrick
ENT Allergy Specialists of 

Western PA, Heritage 
Valley Health System

Gorana Kolar
Demi Kolke
Katherine Krepelka
Naveen Kumar
Frances Kute
Danielle Lance
Amy Larson
Patricia Laughlin
Ricky LaVaughn
Ronald Lawrence
Robert Levine
Debbie Levy-McKenney
Karen Lightman
Gerald & Kathleen Lorence 

Lucci
Nicole Luhanik
Judith Mackarey
Karen MacPherson
Joanie Madalinsky
Thomas Manewitz
Eileen Mann
Stephanie Masullo
Mildred Mcgough
Elizabeth McKenna
Christina McLachlan
Deborah McMahon
Catherine Meara & the Penn 

Hills Arts Council

Carolyn Menard
Amy Mester
Carey Miller
Veronica Morgan-Lee, PhD
Joan Morton
Lee Ann Munger
Amy Nagengast
Kandy Newell
Jean Novak
Lois O’Connor
Off The Hook
Clarence Parker
Jennifer Paty
Mary Anne Paul
Nina Persi
Jen Peters
Dana Phillips
Deesah Philyaw & 
	 Vanessa German
Lynne Popash
Fay Powell
Sally Power
Anu Pradhan
Kelly Radocay
Mary Lynn Raith
Monica Reifman
Virginia Renegar
Tabitha Riggio
Jamel Robinson
Jean Robinson
Todd & Andrea Rooney
Susie Rosenberg
Carrie Rudolph
Jeffrey & Vicki Russell

Noreen Begg
Gail Berger
Angela Betts
Lorenz Biegler
Beverly Bittner
Leo Bohman
Ann & Donald Boyd
Bravo! Cucina Italiana 

McKnight
Karen Bruch
Luciana Brussi
Vernetta Byrd
Grace Campbell
Cappy’s Cafe
Nancy Carpenter
Diane Casile
Lauren Charles
Vickie Coakley-Thornton
Donald Coffelt
Rosemary Coffey
Teresa Colgan
Suzanne Columbus
Tara Conroy
Patricia Constantini
Caroline Coppel
Melissa Corso
Darla Cravotta
Danielle Crumrine
Susan Cruz, CTFA
Lyn Cummins
Joann Cyganovich
Babette & Mark Daskin
Trevor Davidson
Paula Davis

Cathy Schaefer
Nancy Schaefer
Marilyn Schroeder
William & Dana Schutte
Robert & Hilda Schwille
Miranda Senchur
William Seran
Shadyside Market & Deli
Anne Shearon
Neal & Susan Shipley
Carmina Sicangco
Maria Smith
Candy Smith Vasquez
Aubrey Snow
Christine Sommer
Ukombozi/Liberation
Diane Styles
Toni Sulkowski
Rachel Szewczyk
Jennifer Thoma
Michael & Mary Kate 

Thompson
Treasure House Fashions
Matthew & Julie Tremaine
Trinity College Alumnae 

Association
Hilda Maria Valdespino
Walnut Grill
Alison Wardrop
Emily Wasel
Cynthia Wheeler
Judith Wootten
Jeffrey Workman



5907 Penn Avenue, Suite 220
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
www.sojournerhousepa.org

At Sojourner House, 
we believe women 
can shatter the chains 
of addiction and 
hopelessness when 
surrounded by what 
means most to them... 
their children.


